
 

An aspect related to compound verbs is that compounds, as hold off are not 

to be confused with combinations as to come in or to go out or to look up, in 

which in, out, up are adverbs forming answers to such questions as: 'where?', 

'where to?', 'in what directions?' 

E.g. (1) The boy went in (Where did the boy go?) 

(2) The rain held off (No such question is possible: What is 

said about the rain or What did the rain do?). 

These exemplifications support the fact that complex verbs is a special 

category of compounds. (Levitchi, 1970:69). 

So far, all these classifications and comments have shown that phrasal 

verbs are considered and called 'complex verbs' in accordance with Leon Levitchi, 

but there are also called 'multi- word verbs' and' phrasal- prepositional verbs' by 

Greenbaum, Sidney and Quirk, Randolph (1990)24 

 
 

 

1.10 Types of Phrasal Verbs. 

 

 

After classifying English verbs, a classification of phrasal verbs is required. 

Thus, on one hand, in point of origin of the particle that follows the main verb, 

Rosemary Courtney (1983)25 distinguishes three types of phrasal verbs: 

 

1). Verb+ adverb as in: 

The old lady was taken in ('deceived') by the salesman. 

                                                 
24 Greenbaum, Sidney, Quirk Randolph, A University Grammar of English. Burnt Mill, Essex: Longman House, 1973. - P. 121 
25 Courtney, Rosemary. Longman Dictionary of Phrasal verbs. England: Longman House, 193- P. 85 


